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Firefighters’ commitment and service to our 

community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to 
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach 
first aid, educate students about fire and other 
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety 
seats for children. Through their diverse and 
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our 
local community. 

Firefighter Dirienzo has worked throughout 
his career to serve the people of Somerset 
County. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th 
Congressional District, I thank him for his work 
to protect life and property in our community 
and wish him continued health, safety, and 
success. 
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HONORING ROBERT STENSRUD AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, as Mental 
Health Month begins, I rise to ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in honoring 
Drake University Graduate Professor of the 
School of Education’s Department of Leader-
ship, Counseling and Adult Development, 
Robert Stensrud. 

Professor Stensrud has been serving Iowa 
and its residents since he moved from Min-
nesota in 1970. He has dedicated his career 
to serving those with mental health needs and 
disabilities. He began his post-college career 
working with the Iowa Department of Edu-
cation’s Rehabilitation Education and Services 
Branch. It was here where he provided voca-
tional rehabilitation at the State Mental Health 
Institute serving inpatients experiencing acute 
psychosis, substance abuse, and related dis-
orders. In this position, he began to under-
stand the importance of having a solid, de-
pendable, and loving community. Most people 
who were released from his care did not have 
a community to return to, so they often strug-
gled to survive in society. 

Professor Stensrud has since dedicated his 
career to ensuring that all people feel impor-
tant and seen. Some of his recent research 
highlights the childhood to prison pipeline and 
school to prison pipeline, where without a 
sense of community and belonging, many indi-
viduals find themselves in less than ideal cir-
cumstances to combat their feeling of being 
an outcast. Professor Stensrud understood 
that in order to make a difference, it is essen-
tial to work with students from a young age to 
help combat these issues. Professor Stensrud 
has done research through a LAUNCH Grant 
funded by Drake Head Start and the Iowa De-
partment of Public Health on how mental 
health consultation can help improve coordina-
tion services for kids and their families, as well 
as how to train teachers and first responders 
to identify signs of trauma in children and act 
accordingly. 

Professor Stensruds next project will center 
around documenting the history and current 
operations of legacy farms in Iowa. Maintain-

ing long-standing legacy farms is no easy 
task, and the pressures often become too 
much for farmers. These stressors have been 
a large contributing factor to the increasing 
rate of suicide among farmers. Professor 
Stensrud wants to ensure that farmers in Iowa 
feel seen and appreciated while honoring their 
family’s legacy and incredible accomplish-
ments. 

If Professor Stensrud’s had one message to 
leave people with, it would be to show kind-
ness and compassion to others. It is essential 
that we take care of those around us who 
struggle with their mental health or who are in 
a tough situation. His greatest joy and the mo-
tivation he has for being a professor is watch-
ing his graduates go on to positively impact 
others and make the world a better place. As 
Professor Stensrud would say, you may not 
be able to change the world, but you can 
change a life that goes on to save another life, 
and another after that. Making people feel 
loved and wanted is the first step, and one I 
believe we should all strive to achieve. We 
should not allow people to suffer in silence, 
rather be an ear for them. It is my honor to 
recognize Professor Robert Stensrud as our 
Iowan of the Week. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN 
CARLSON’S CAREER IN PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise in honor of the career and service of Ho-
bart, Wisconsin resident, Mr. John Carlson. 

Mr. Carlson’s notable Transportation Secu-
rity Administration (TSA) career began in 
2002, serving as the Assistant Federal Secu-
rity Director (AFSD) for the Outagamie County 
Regional Airport, where he played a major role 
in the start-up of several TSA activities and 
assumed responsibility for day-to-day aviation 
security. In 2006, he was reassigned as the 
AFSD-Generalist at the Austin Straubel Inter-
national Airport (GRB) Hub and Spoke Federal 
Security Director (FSD) staff where he han-
dled compliance oversight, customer service, 
property accountability, safety, and model 
workplace strategies. 

Given his extensive knowledge and leader-
ship skills, Mr. Carlson would go on to assume 
roles where he was trusted to oversee a ma-
jority of TSA operations in four separate air-
ports in northern Wisconsin: Austin Straubel 
International Airport, (GRB), Central Wisconsin 
Airport (CWA), Rhinelander-Oneida County 
Airport (RHI) and Appleton International Air-
port (ATW formerly Outagamie County Re-
gional Airport). 

Before beginning his career of service with 
TSA, Mr. Carlson served the United States 
honorably for twenty years in the U.S. Army 
as an infantry and military intelligence officer 
until his retirement in 1995 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel. Mr. Carlson’s dedication and leader-
ship in the state of Wisconsin are incredibly 
valuable, and the service he provides to 
Northern Wisconsin and his country is remark-
able. 

As we look back on Mr. Carlson’s career, 
there is no doubt that he dedicated his life and 

career to making the world around him a 
safer, better place. Mr. Carlson’s continued 
service to both his country and his community 
is worthy of our highest admiration. 
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HONORING FIREFIGHTER CRAIG 
NOLTE 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Firefighter Craig 
Nolte for his 36 years of service with the 
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our 
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to 
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach 
first aid, educate students about fire and other 
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety 
seats for children. Through their diverse and 
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our 
local community. 

Firefighter Nolte has worked throughout his 
career to serve the people of Somerset Coun-
ty. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, I thank him for his work to pro-
tect life and property in our community and 
wish him continued health, safety, and suc-
cess. 
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VA TRANSPARENCY & TRUST ACT 
OF 2021 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 17, 2021 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
support Representative BOST’s bipartisan leg-
islation, the ‘‘VA Transparency and Trust Act,’’ 
or H.R. 2911, and for which Representative 
PAPPAS, Representative MANN, and I are origi-
nal co-sponsors. This bill provides additional 
oversight for the funds Congress made avail-
able to VA through the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act and the CARES 
Act in 2020, as well as the American Rescue 
Plan which we passed earlier this year. 

The purpose of H.R. 2911 is to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to submit to 
Congress a detailed plan for obligating and 
expending coronavirus pandemic funding 
made available to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs by the Families First Coronavirus Re-
sponse Act, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security, or CARES Act, or the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. H.R. 2911 
also requires the VA Office of Inspector Gen-
eral to report to Congress semi-annually on 
VA’s actual expenditures and obligations, 
comparing it to their detailed plan, and on 
other subjects. Finally, H.R. 2911 requires the 
Comptroller General of the United States to 
report to Congress twice—in 2022 and 2024— 
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